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Guidance on Salary Limitation for Grants and Cooperative
Agreements FY 2026 (NOT-OD-26-034) 01/28/2026
https:.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-034.html

Correction to Guidance on Salary Limitation for Grants and
Cooperative Agreements FY 2026 (NOT-OD-26-038) 02/09/2026
https.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-038.html

« Applies to NIH grants, cooperative agreements, extramural research
and development contracts, and Other Transaction Awards

« Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 restricts the amount of salary
to Executive Level Il of the Federal Executive pay scale

« Per Office of Personnel Management

« Effective 01/01/2026, the salary limitation for Executive Level Il
is $228,000

« Recipients may re-budget funds, if available and appropriate, to
accommodate the current Executive Level |l salary level (no
additional funds will be awarded)



NIH Requires Use of the eRA Prior Approval Module for the
Submission of ALL Prior Approval Requests (NOT-OD-26-026)
01/21/2026
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-026.html

« Effective 02/20/2026, all prior approval requests must be
submitted in the eRA Commons Prior Approval Module

* NIH is in the process of updating GPS, system
validations, and other resources

« Grants Policy Statement:
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps/HTML5/section
8/8.1.2 prior approval requirements.htm

« Commons User Guide:
https://www.era.nih.gov/erahelp/Commons/Commons/Pri
or Approval%20Module/Prior Approval.htm?tocpath=Pri
or%20Approval%20Module%7C 0 w
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NIH Requires Use of the eRA Prior Approval Module for the
Submission of ALL Prior Approval Requests (NOT-OD-26-026)
01/21/2026

https.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-026.html|

Types

* Withdrawal

« Carryover

« Change of PD/PI*

* No-Cost Extension

« DMS

* Other
« Change in Scope or Objectives
« Change in Key Personnel*
« Adding a new subaward

*Change of PD/PI requests for multi-component/multi-project awards
must use the “Other Request” type




NIH Removing AIDS Application Due Dates from NOFOs (NOT-OD-
26-029) 01/28/2026
https.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-029.html

* NIH is merging AIDS due dates into standard due dates
« Last AIDS due date will be May 7

 Non-standard due dates were implemented in 1988 to
shorten the time to award for AIDS-related applications

* Merging due dates will reduce administrative burden
(separate NIH processing, applicant uncertainty) while
maintaining three review cycles

« Congress requires expedited review of AIDS applications

* NIH is in the process of updating NOFOs, GPS,
application guides, system validations, and other
resources



NIH No Longer Requires Advanced Permission for Conference
Grant Applications (NOT-OD-26-040) 02/10/2026
https.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NO T-OD-26-040.html|

Effective immediately, prior approval to submit an R13/U13
application is no longer required

NIH Director’s Statement of Priorities: https://www.nih.gov/about-
nih/nih-director/statements/advancing-nihs-mission-through-unified-

strateqy
Institute, Center, or Office (ICO) Profiles:

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/find-a-fit-for-your-research/nih-
institutes-centers-offices

« Use the PHS Assignment Request Form

Proposed start date should precede the conference start date (except
in exigent circumstances)

» Earliest start date for applications submitted on or before

W

04/12/2026 is December 2026

NIH is in the process of updating NOFOs, GPS, application gui
system validations, and other resources
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Reminder of Requirement for Certification of IRB Approval
(NOT-OD-26-043) 02/18/2026
https.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-
043.html

* NIH requires certification that all non-exempt human
subjects research (HSR) has been reviewed and
approved by an appropriate Institutional Review Board
(IRB)

* Non-exempt HSR cannot be initiated - nor can NIH funds
be used - until IRB certification has been provided to and
accepted by the NIH

* Applicants must submit the date of IRB approval, typically
at Just-in-Time: https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-
compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-
award-processes/jit

* |In the case of multiple protocols, submit the date of
the last protocol approved

* Pending, conditional, interim, or expired apprO\w
are not acceptable



https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/human-subjects/pre-and-post-award-processes/jit

Reminder of Requirement for Certification of IRB Approval (NOT-

OD-26-043) 02/18/2026
https.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NO T-OD-26-043.html

* NIH may issue a Notice of Award with a restriction on
non-exempt HSR

* Applicants should consider these requirements when
deciding when to initiate IRB review for NIH applications

« Am | doing Human Subjects Research?

e https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-
topics/human-subjects/hs-decision

Y
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Basic Experimental Studies in Humans (BESH) Will No Longer Be
Considered Clinical Trials by the NIH (NOT-OD-26-032) 01/29/2026
https:.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-032.html

« Effective with applications submitted to due dates on or after
05/25/2026, Basic Experimental Studies Involving Humans
(BESH) will no longer be considered Clinical Trials

 In 2017, FORMS-E introduced PHS Human Subjects and
Clinical Trials Information Form
* |n a Clinical Trial, the answer to all four questions must be
yes"
* Does the study involve human participants?
* Are the participants prospectively assigned to an
intervention?
» |s the study designed to evaluate the effect of the
intervention on the participants?

 |Is the effect being evaluated a health-related biome@l
or behavioral outcome?




Is My Project a Clinical Trial, Basic Experimental Study Involving
Humans (BESH), or an Observational Study Involving Humans?
https.//grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/clinical-
trials/clinical-trial-besh-or-observational-study-involving-humans

Prospectively Evaluate
Assigned Effect of
Intervention? | Intervention?

Health-Related
Outcome?

Human
Participants?

Study Type

Clinical Trial Yes Yes Yes Yes
BESH Yes Yes Yes No
Observational Yes No No Yes or No

Y



Basic Experimental Studies in Humans (BESH) Will No Longer Be
Considered Clinical Trials by the NIH (NOT-OD-26-032) 01/29/2026
https:.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-032.html

« BESH seek to understand fundamental aspects of phenomena
without direct application to clinical processes or products

« BESH will still need to follow human subjects research
requirements but not those specific to Clinical Trials

 NIH is in the process of updating NOFOs, GPS, application
guides, system validations, and other resources

« Parent announcements:
 Clinical Trials not allowed
* Clinical Trials required
e Clinical Trials optional
. BESH (will be expired) w



Updated Elements of an NIH Data Management and Sharing Plan

(NOT-OD-26-046) 02/25/2026
https.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-046.html

Effective 01/25/2023 (current)

Data Type
Related Tools, Software and/or Code
Standards
Data Preservation, Access, and Associated
Timelines

» Additional guidance related to genomic data
Access, Distribution, or Reuse Considerations

» Additional guidance related to genomic data

Oversight of Data Management and Sharing w



Updated Elements of an NIH Data Management and Sharing Plan
(NOT-OD-26-046) 02/25/2026
https:.//grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-046.html

Effective 05/25/2026 (new)
« Will there be maximum appropriate sharing of scientific data?
« Will the scientific data be shared by the time of publication?

« Will data be made available for at least as long as required by
applicable data repository policies and/or journal policies?

 If you anticipate that sharing will be limited in some other way, please
describe these limitations

 |f scientific data from human research participants will be shared, will
privacy, rights, and confidentiality of participants be protected?

 Expected Data Type and Established or Example Repository

« Additional information for projects to generate large-scale human
genomic data

NIH is in the process of updating NOFOs, GPS, application guidesw
system validations, and other resources.




NE DHHS Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP)
https.//dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Rural-Health- Transformation.aspx

UNMC process
https://www.unmc.edu/vcr/ documents/newsletter/rhtf-
internal-review-procedures.pdf

« VCR review and approval in NuRamp Internal
Competitions
* Narrative
* Budget
« SPA review and approval of subproposal to NE DHHS
« Documents requested by NE DHHS
« Workplan
« Financial Workbook

« Budget Justification

Y

h
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Adjusted Timeline for NIH’s Implementation of
Common Forms

NOT-OD-26-033
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/notice-files/INOT-OD-26-033.html

Leniency period for Common Forms through May 2026

« NIH will provide a Warning for Common Forms related
Issues

« Applicants are encouraged to use the Common Forms

« NIH will accept “old” biosketch and OS format during
leniency period

* Anotice will be issued in Spring 2026 detailing when
the Warning will be escalated to an Error

What does this mean for us? Please continue to use the
new Common Forms! w
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ERA Commons Enhancements to Integrate
the NIH Common Forms

ERA Commons updates effective January 26, 2026.
Changes impact RPPRs, JITs, and prior approval requests.
RPPR Section D. Participants

» Participant section user interface is updated to move
questions related to New Senior/Key Personnel, Changes in
Senior/Key Personnel Current and Pending (Other)Support,
and New Other Significant Contributors into the Participant
Modal.

« ERA Commons video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRN4ij8d3dM8

https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-
approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align

Y



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRN4j8d3dM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRN4j8d3dM8
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align
https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align

ERA Commons Enhancements to Integrate
the NIH Common Forms
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ERA Commons Enhancements to Integrate
the NIH Common Forms

New User Interface for RPPRs, JITs, and prior approval requests will

not impact the ability of users to take advantage of the NIH Common

Forms leniency period

« ERA Commons will issue a Warning if NIH Common Forms are
not used, but the submission will still be able to be submitted to
the NIH.

« Users who have initiated but NOT SUBMITTED their RPPR as of
January 25, 2026, will need to redo the Participant section.

« Users who have initiated but NOT SUBMITTED their Change of
Pl Prior Approval or JIT as of January 25, 2026 will need to redo
the submission.

https://grants.nih.gov/fags#/common-forms-biographical-sketch-
current-pending-support.htm?anchor=57876

https://www.era.nih.gov/news/era-enhancements-changes-prior-
approval-just-time-and-rppr-be-released-monday-january-26-align w
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Annual Senior/Key Personnel Certification of
Malign Foreign Talent Recruitment Program
(MFTRP) Participation/Non-Participation

NOT-OD-26-018

“For NIH awards with RPPRs submitted on or after January 25,
2026, individuals serving as seniot/key personnel must certify
annually to their participation or non-participation in an MFTRP
by uploading a certification statement in Section G.1, Special
Notice of Award and Funding Opportunity Announcement
Reporting Requirements as a flattened PDF file.

The file for each senior/key person must be named
‘MFTRPcert [Name].pdf’ without quotations, where [Name]’ is
the name of the senior/key person.”

https://qgrants.nih.qov/qrants/quide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-
018.html

Y
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Annual Senior/Key Personnel Certification of
Malign Foreign Talent Recruitment Program
(MFTRP) Participation/Non-Participation

New NIH Guidance for the annual MFTRP certification requirement

» Certification language included in the RPPR must align with the
NIH Common Forms certification language

» ‘I [insert name] certify that, at the time of submission, | am
not a party to a malign foreign talent recruitment program.”

« S/K Personnel must provide MFTRP certification either via the
NIH Common Forms for Biographical Sketch or Current/Pending
(Other) Support forms OR by attached a certification statement in
Section G.1 of the RPPR.

 MFTRP Certification Template available via SPA’'s Ticker
Helpdesk: https://unmcspa.zendesk.com/hc/en-
us/articles/37998144837527-NIH-Malign-Foreign-Talent-
Recruitment-Program-Certification-Annual-Requirements-for-S-
K-Personnel

https://grants.nih.gov/fags#/common-forms-biographical- w
sketch-current-pending-support.htm?anchor=57890
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Additional NIH Common Forms Updates

Citations — NIH Common Form Biographical
Sketch

* The only citations allowed in the NIH Biographical
Sketch Common Form are the 5 Products Most
Closely Related to the Proposed Project and the 5
Other Significant Products.

« (Citations are not allowed in the Personal Statement
or Contributions to Science sections

« S/K Personnel may reference the 5 products outlined
in the Other Significant Products Section

 (Cannot include full citations for the reference

« Suggested reference format: title, author’s last name,

publication, and/or year of publication

https://grants.nih.gov/fags#/common-forms-biographical-sketch-current-
pending-support.htm?anchor=57882
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Additional NIH Common Forms Updates

Academic vs. Institutional vs. Professional

Appointments — NIH Common Form Biographical
Sketch

“Senior/Key Persons must only identify all domestic and foreign
professional appointments and positions outside of the primary
organization for a period up to three years from the date the
applicant submits the application to the agency for funding
consideration”

Professional Appointment Definition: Formal
appointments outside of one's primary place of
employment that are due to one's professional expertise
and generally temporary in nature. Common examples
include editorial service for journals, serving on
municipal, state, or federal advisory boards, and holding
offices in professional societies.

https://grants.nih.gov/fags#/common-forms-biographic
sketch-current-pending-support.htm?anchor=57873
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Additional NIH Common Forms Updates

Current and Pending (Other) Support Common
Form

How do you report O person months effort on the NIH
Current/Pending (Other) Support Common Form?

« SciENcv working on an update to allow 0 person
months effort.

e Current work arounds:

« Enter 0.01 person months effort, and provide a
statement in the Overall Objectives to clarify there is
actually O effort.

« Use old NIH Other Support Form

https://grants.nih.qov/fags#/common-forms-biographical-
sketch-current-pending-support.htm?anchor=57883
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Additional NIH Common Forms Updates
Hyperlinks

« To ensure consistency with other agencies’ use of the
federal-wide Common Forms, NIH will accept SciENcv-
generated Biographical Sketch Common Forms that
include hyperlinks generated through MyBibliography or
ORCID.

« The ORCID ID is supposed to appear as a live link in the
Common Forms.

* Applicants should not include a MyNCBI Bibliography link in
the Common Form Biographical Sketch

* The only hyperlinks currently allowed are the ones generated
by SciENcv for the ORCID ID and the product citations

« S/K Persons may link their MyNCBI Bibliography to their
ORCID ID

https://grants.nih.gov/fags#/common-forms-biographical-
sketch-current-pending-support.htm?anchor=57887
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Troubleshooting NIH Common Forms
Issues

SciENcv Helpdesk

* Create helpdesk ticket
https://support.nlm.nih.gov/support/create-case/

« Helpdesk email: NLMSciencv@mail.nih.gov

SciENcv workaround if you cannot link your Commons
Forms to ORCID because it is already linked to another
account

 https://unmcspa.zendesk.com/hc/en-
us/articles/37963885553175-SciENcv-workaround-if-
you-cannot-link-your-Commons-Forms-to-ORCIiD-

because-it-is-already-linked-to-another-account
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